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member of the Altoona Blair County Devel-

opment Corp. and Blair County Industrial 

Development Authority. 

Ofiesh has been grand marshal for parades 

in Altoona during the past 20 years. 

‘‘I would call the commander’s honor the 

crowning glory, my final salute,’’ he said, 

‘‘because all the other things I’ve done aren’t 

of the magnitude of state commander of an 

organization like the DAV.’’ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO LEONARD WADE 

FAULK

HON. BOB SCHAFFER 
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 4, 2001 

Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize Leonard (Wade) Faulk of Julesburg, 
Colorado. Wade was one of only 51 high 
school students nationwide selected for a 
$20,000 Coca-Cola Scholars Foundation 
Scholarship. For this, Mr. Speaker, the United 
States Congress commends him. 

Wade is a recent graduate of Julesburg 
High School in Julesburg, Colorado. He and 
117,000 other high school seniors rep-
resenting over 16,500 high schools competed 
at the annual Coca-Cola Scholars Weekend in 
Atlanta Georgia. As a result of the competi-
tion, Wade was chosen to be a 2001 Coca- 
Cola National Scholar. The Coca-Cola Schol-
arship is one of America’s most prestigious 
scholarship awards. 

In a recent edition of the Julesburg Advo-
cate, Sandy Williams, Chairman of the Board 
of Coca-Cola Scholars Foundation said, 
‘‘Wade Faulk has demonstrated a commitment 
to educational achievement, leadership and 
service to his school and community. The 
Coca-Cola Scholars Foundation is proud to 
name him as a 2001 Coca-Cola National 
Scholar.’’ Wade’s strong work ethic and lead-
ership remind us about the strength of Amer-
ica’s youth. It is reassuring to know we have 
people like Wade to lead us into the future. 

As a constituent of Colorado’s Fourth Con-
gressional District, Leonard Wade Faulk is 
truly a positive role model for the youth of 
America. He not only makes his community 
proud, but also his state and country. I ask the 
House to join me in extending our warmest 
congratulations to Mr. Leonard Wade Faulk. 

[From the Julesburg Advocate, Aug. 23, 2001] 

FAULK SELECTED AS 2001 NATIONAL COCA-

COLA SCHOLAR

NATION’S MOST PRESTIGIOUS SCHOLARSHIP PRO-

GRAM AWARDS JULESBURG STUDENT $20,000

FOR COLLEGE

Leonard [Wade] Faulk, a 2001 graduate of 

Julesburg High School is recognized as one 

of the country’s most outstanding high 

school seniors as Coca-Cola awards him with 

a $20,000 National Coca-Cola Scholars college 

scholarship.

The Coca-Cola Scholars Foundation, a 

joint effort of Coca-Cola Bottlers across the 

United States and The Coca-Cola Company, 

is one of the largest corporate-sponsored, 

merit scholarship programs of its kind in the 

United States. The program recognizes a di-

verse group of exemplary high school seniors 

who have demonstrated academic and civic 

excellence in their schools and communities. 

‘‘Wade Faulk has demonstrated a commit-

ment to educational achievement, leadership 

and service to his school and community. 

The Coca-Cola Scholars Foundation is proud 

to name him as a 2001 Coca-Cola National 

Scholar;’’ said Sandy Williams, Chairman of 

the Board of the Coca-Cola Scholars Founda-

tion and President of Corinth Coca-Cola Bot-

tling Works in Corinth, Miss. 

Faulk is one of 51 National Scholars to re-

ceive a $20,000 college scholarship and one of 

252 students across the country benefiting 

from the Coca-Cola Scholars Program. 

Faulk competed for 51 National scholar-

ships of $20,000 or 200 Regional scholarships 

of $4,000 when he joined 201 of America’s 

most impressive high school students in At-

lanta for Coca-Cola Scholars Weekend, April 

27–29, with the theme, ‘‘Transitions.’’ The 

2001 Class of Coca-Cola Scholars interviewed 

with several education, business, govern-

ment and arts leaders from across the coun-

try. Scholars were evaluated on their aca-

demic achievements, school and community 

leadership and the desire to succeed. Schol-

ars were chosen from an initial applicant 

pool of more than 117,000 high school seniors 

representing more than 16,500 high schools 

nationwide.

While in Atlanta, the students were also 

recognized at a banquet held in their honor. 

In addition, the Scholars received surprise 

recognition when Coca-Cola, in partnership 

with the Corporation for National Service, 

presented each of them with the President’s 

Student Service Award—an additional $500 

scholarship, certificate and gold pin. The 

President’s Student Service Award honors 

high school juniors and seniors who have 

contributed at least 100 hours of service dur-

ing the last year. The President’s Student 

Service Challenge is designed to reward and 

encourage activities that have a significant 

impact in meeting the needs of local commu-

nities.

During Scholars Weekend the students also 

visited the World of Coca-Cola, the Atlanta 

History Center, CNN and the Martin Luther 

King Jr. Center. The Scholars also partici-

pated in a community service project, work-

ing to beautify a local elementary school and 

tutoring students. 

The Coca-Cola Scholars Program is the 

most-recognized and respected corporate 

sponsorship in America. The program was 

created in 1986 to commemorate the 100th 

anniversary of Coca-Cola establishing a last-

ing legacy for the education of tomorrow’s 

leaders through college scholarships. There 

are more than 2000 Coca-Cola Scholars who 

have benefited from nearly $17.7 million in 

scholarship awards. The Foundation is sup-

ported by the financial commitment of local 

Coca-Cola Bottlers including Denver Coca- 

Cola Bottling Company and the Coca-Cola 

Company.
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HONORING MITCHELL WRIGHT 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 4, 2001 

Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take a moment to recognize the bravery of a 
remarkable young man. Until last May, Mitch-
ell Wright was a joyful, healthy nine-year-old 
boy without the burdens of a serious illness. 
Today, he lives with a rare strain of cancer 
called rhabdomyosarcoma that most nine- 

year-old children could not even imagine, or 
yet, overcome. 

Mitchell discovered the cancer himself and 
approached his mother about it. They went to 
see doctors and their worst-case scenario was 
soon realized. Experts say that this type of 
cancer is usually not found until it is too late, 
but luckily Mitchell discovered the tumor when 
treatment was possible. Mitchell has been 
traveling from Grand Junction to undergoe 
chemotherapy and radiation therapy in Denver 
every three weeks and will continue to do so 
for another year. Mitchell has a tough road in 
front of him including numerous doctor check-
ups for the next five years. It is a well-known 
fact that the treatments that Mitchell is receiv-
ing have extremely uncomfortable side effects, 
but Mitchell is courageously enduring these 
struggles and his friends and family are stand-
ing by him. 

It is my honor to stand up with Mitchell’s 
family and friends to support him during this 
time and recognize the bravery this young 
man has demonstrated. Mitchell is a coura-
geous individual, but he is not alone in his 
struggle. He is surrounded by a community 
that provides strength and support in Mitchell’s 
battle to overcome rhabdomyosarcoma. My 
thoughts and prayers along with those of this 
Congress are with Mitchell and his family dur-
ing these difficult times. 
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RECOGNIZING ARKANSAS TROOPS 

ON THEIR RETURN FROM BOSNIA 

HON. MIKE ROSS 
OF ARKANSAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 4, 2001 

Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, I wish to recognize 
and express my sincere appreciation to the 
National Guard Troops from southern Arkan-
sas, our men and women in uniform, who 
have just returned to the United States from 
staging operations in Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

These selfless individuals and their families 
made great sacrifices, including spending time 
away from their homes and jobs, to serve our 
country and to help the people of Bosnia in 
this time of need. They did so with honor and 
dignity, and I am grateful for their service. 

In May, several members of my staff trav-
eled to Bosnia to visit our National Guard units 
from Magnolia and Sheridan, Arkansas, in my 
district, including my legislative assistant for 
military affairs, Toby Stephens, a former mem-
ber of the Magnolia unit. I regret that I was un-
able to accompany them due to my congres-
sional responsibilities in our Nation’s capital, 
but I was pleased to hear that our troops were 
admirably representing Arkansas and the 
United States in a foreign land. 

As they return to their loved ones, their 
homes, and their daily lives in this current time 
of uncertainty, I want to personally thank each 
of these men and women for their invaluable 
servitude at home and abroad. 
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